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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Let me welcome you to the special session on the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Register of the third meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention. I am honoured to be 
given the opportunity to chair this important part of the high-level segment.  
 
I am sure that I will be speaking for all present here today if I say that the importance of the 
Protocol is enormous. It is the first international legally binding document on the pollutant 
release and transfer registers and it epitomises the main characteristic of the Aarhus 
convention as such: free access to vital environmental information.  
 
Since the adoption of the Protocol, 7 countries and the European Community have ratified it. 
Considering the importance of the Protocol, it is lamentable that only 8 out of the 41 Parties 
of the Aarhus Convention have managed to do so. It should be, therefore, now the objective of 
all Parties to ratify the Protocol, thus ensuring its entry in the force by the end of 2008.  
 
Having to a certain point criticised the process so far, I shall not fail to mention the 
achievements. There has been a great deal of work done, many capacity-building activities 
undertaken, new frameworks created. Finland, Norway, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden are all 
on the way towards the ratification of the Protocol. Hence, the EU region seems to be heading 
into the right direction. On the other hand, countries with economies in transition or countries 
outside the European Union, i. e. in South-eastern Europe and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus 
and Central Asia (EECCA) sub-regions, face difficulties that impede the ratification of the 
Protocol. The ensuing discussion shall be conducive in defining the ways in which the 
problems could be successfully tackled. 
 
The Czech Republic has been involved from the very outset in the negotiations leading to the 
adoption of the PRTR Protocol in 2003 and considers it to be a crucial tool in ensuring the 
provisions of the Aarhus Convention are duly fulfilled. After entry into force of the new law 
on Integrated Pollution Register in February 2008 (Act No. 25/2008, Coll.), which was 
prepared in line with the European PRTR system, the process of the ratification in the Czech 
Republic is expected to be finished by the end of 2008.  
 
In this sense, a brief summary of obstacles the Czech Republic has had to overcome while 
striving for full implementation of the Protocol´s provisions, may be useful. Among many 
others, following problems were the most difficult to deal with. Firstly, the multifaceted 
nature of the Protocol sparked long and sometimes troublesome discussions in which the 
diverse interests of all stakeholders were mirrored. Also, there were various legal obstacles in 
the process of creating a legal framework for the implementation of the Protocol´s provisions. 
However, one of the main and most vital challenges the Czech Republic has had to face, has 
been the ongoing need to present the pollutant release and transfer registers as an 
indispensable tool for changing the patterns of environmental behaviour. Last but not least, to 



reduce the administrative burden as much as possible, we were facing new challenges in the 
realm of the electronic information tools.  
 
From what has been said, it is obvious that there are many differentiated points of view and 
experiences gained regarding the Protocol on PRTR. Fortunately enough, today, we can 
welcome the representative of almost all of the various stakeholders. Therefore, I am certain 
that this discussion will be successful in tackling some of the issues I was able only to touch 
upon.  


